Watauga County Economic Development Commission

The mission of the Economic Development Commission (EDC) is to promote the development of business that is compatible with the existing resources and assets of Watauga County and to encourage the creation of wealth and jobs providing wages, benefits and working conditions that will contribute to a higher standard of living. The staff for the EDC works to carry out this mission and to provide assistance to new and relocating businesses as well as support to existing and expanding businesses.
The EDC was established in 1984 and consists of fourteen (14) members. Five (5) are members by virtue of position – County Commissioner, Boone Town Council member, Boone and Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce Directors, and Appalachian State University representative. The remaining nine (9) members are appointed by the County Commissioners to three (3) year terms. The EDC developed the Watauga County Industrial Park and Appalachian Enterprise Center small business incubator.
